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Sgt. Dave Eskeland of the New 
Hampshire Fish & Game De-
partment provided to NHEDA 
members a detailed glimpse 
into the world of the Granite 
State’s conservation officers.  
The role of the Fish and Game 
Department has evolved into a 
complex array of tasks that in-
cludes both the protection and 
preservation of wildlife, and 
the apprehension, prosecution 

and conviction of those who 
would misuse New Hampshire’s 
precious natural resources.  Alt-
hough the agency has grown 
somewhat over the past few dec-
ades, the mission of the agency 
has grown exponentially during 
that same period of time.  Fish & 
Game is charged with the task of 
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high-angle rescue of hikers 
and climbers that find them-
selves lost or in perilous situa-
tions that require the inter-
vention of trained profession-
als in order to rescue them.  A 
team of highly-trained and 
skilled conservation officers 
are on call at all times to re-
spond to such calls all over the 
state. 

The same is true for 
the dive team which 
is prepared to re-
spond quickly at any 
time of the year for a 
water rescue or 
search.  Sgt. Eskeland 
himself has been on 
many such dives, in-
cluding searches for 
discarded evidence 
and firearms. 

Fatal boating acci-
dents fall under the jurisdiction of 
Fish & Game and conducting such 
investigations is not easy because 
the vessel have invariably moved 
from the exact location where the 
accident occurred.      

As if this were not enough to keep 
the agency hopping, the winter 
months are also spent policing 
the thousands of miles of snow-
mobile trails throughout the 
state.  Enforcement of New 
Hampshire’s OHRV laws is a fun-
damental part of their mission, as 
is accident investigation and re-
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NH Fish & Game Overview 

construction for serious off-road 
mishaps. 

On top of the many 
enforcement func-
tions of the depart-
ment, NH Fish & 
Game is also respon-
sible for stocking the 
State’s many rivers, 
streams, ponds and 
lakes with fish.  Fish 
hatcheries are main-
tained in various 
parts of the state in 
order to furnish the 

stock necessary for this mission.  
The same holds true for many 
species of game birds that are 
released into the wild during 
hunting seasons. 

One thing that Sgt. Eskeland em-
phasized for dispatchers: the 
quicker the notification, the fast-
er the response from an emer-
gency team from F&G.    In a 
missing-person search, the time 
factor alone could mean the 
difference between life and 
death.  NHF&G dispatch can be 
reached at 603-271-3361, or 
through NH State Police Head-

quarters. 

This annual summer event is 
designed to offer an oppor-
tunity for NHEDA members 
and their families to get to-
gether in a purely social at-
mosphere.  Monthly meetings 
and training sessions have 
proven their worth in many 
ways.  But this single oppor-
tunity to socialize and interact 
outside of the professional en-
vironment allows colleagues 
to observe another dimension 
of the individual.  Meeting and 
getting to know family mem-
bers helps to understand oth-
ers, and helps others under-
stand that we’re all complex 
human beings with many fac-
ets. 
Plan on attending and bringing 
your entire family.  Look for 
directions to the park in the 
August Broadcaster.  
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During recent years NHEDA has had no better 

friends than Alfred “Butch” Burbank and 

Wynette Degroot from the Local Government 

Center (LGC).  Together, these two profes-

sionals  put on training sessions that provid-

ed NHEDA mem-

bers with vital infor-

mation and practi-

cal advice.  For the 

past three years the 

NHEDA Supervisor’s 

Conference has 

been held at LGC in 

Concord where 

Wynette and Butch 

coordinated a comprehensive program for 

supervisors and directors that was tailored to 

meet their demanding needs. 

Butch Burbank has already moved on and 

now serves the community of Lincoln, NH as 

its town manager.  Administration of this kind 

is nothing new to Butch because he retired 

Wynette Degroot and Alfred “Butch” Burbank 

Leave Local Government Center 

End of an Era 
For NHEDA 

from his job as police chief with the Waterville 

Valley Public Safety Department. 

Wynette leaves this month to take up her new 

position with the Carroll County government, 

heading up their hu-

man resources de-

partment. 

To say this two indi-

viduals will be 

missed by NHEDA is 

a gross understate-

ment.  What they’ve 

given us is nothing 

short of their abso-

lute best efforts 

year after year, and finding others to take their 

place will prove a difficult, if not impossible, 

task. 

While NHEDA may lament their  leaving, 

NHEDA’s leadership, past and present, extends 

to both Butch and Wynette their very best 

wishes for success in their new roles. 



 
NH Fire Standards & Training 

Smokey Bear Blvd. 
Concord, NH 03301 

 

Training to be announced 
 

Supervisor’s roundtable 
to follow both meetings 

and training  
 

July Training 

Tuesday—July 16th 
  10:00 Hours 
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Welcome 

NHEDA’s New 

Members 

Kyle Ball 

Nashua Fire Rescue 

Heidi Dunlap 

NH State Police Headquarters 

Chip Smith  

NH State Police Headquarters 

Captain Ernie Petrin, director of Concord Fire Alarm, discovered he had a young 

friend and admirer at the June NHEDA 

meeting.  Brenden Leavitt, President 

Cassie Leavitt’s son, enjoyed himself 

during the entire meeting and training 

in the arms of Ernie.  It would appear 

that Ernie has probably found his next 

career after retirement … that of profes-

sional babysitter!  Nice job, Ernie! 

This is the result of too 
many meetings and 
not enough coffee! 
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Come one - Come all!  Bring the entire family!  Our annual 

Summer 'Spatcher Social Stravaganza  
is being held on Sunday August 18th at the Elm Brook Park in Contoocook. 
The festivities will start at 10 am. There will be a cost to get into the park. 
$1 per person with a max of $4 per vehicle. There is no fee for children un-
der 12 years. We have rented a pavilion space.  
 
Elm Brook State Park offers all kinds of amenities.  There is playground 
equipment for the little ones, swimming in the lake, hiking trails, and boat-
launching facilities for an additional fee.   
 
We need help planning logistics, like food and what to do while we are 
there. Our social and promotions committee could always use some help. 
  
In the past we've done the Mount Washington Cruise and a NH Fishercats 
baseball game. The purpose of this event is purely social, just to come out 
and meet some of your fellow dispatchers from every corner of New Hamp-
shire.  All family members are welcome and encouraged to attend.  It's a 
great time to meet others in our profession, to network, talk a little shop, 
but for the most part, just enjoy the day with some awesome like-minded 
people.  What we've found over the last couple of years, is those who attend just enjoy getting together and 
chatting, so we opted to do a more low key event this year.  
 

I hope to see you there!  

Cassie B. Leavitt     

the NHEDA Broadcaster 

The NHEDA Newsletter is 

produced monthly and avail-

able free of charge electroni-

cally to emergency telecom-

municators who serve the 

people of New Hampshire.  

Go to www.nheda.org today 

for details on free member-

ship and other benefits of 

belonging to NHEDA.   

Any NHEDA  member can 

contribute to the newsletter.  

Email Paul Bagley at:  

paul@berkshirecottage.com 

Submit articles, photos, 

training announcements and 

your ideas for articles. 
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